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Top Ten ArTs-In-ed progrAms for mArch
Favorite programs among Suffolk school districts 

Some Artists have more than one popular program

Title Artist/Art Organization Website Target Audience

Tales from Dr. Seuss! LuAnn Adams www.luannadamsstoryteller.com PreK-3

The Opening Page: 
    a Writer’s Workshop Ballyhoo Bookworks Inc.   www.brianheinz.com 1-12

1776 Broadhollow Players Ltd. www.broadhollow.org 4-10

New Voices Childs Play Touring Theatre www.cptt.org K-8

Science & the Art of Illusions   Allan Zola Kronzek www.allankronzek.com 5-8

Strummin’ & Drummin’ Chris Marshak   www.strumminanddrummin.com PreK-6
    – dba Strummin & Drummin

No Legs, No Problems Rohan Murphy Inc.   www.rohanmurphy.com PreK-2

Cultivate Kindness with 
   Rich Specht of ReeSpecht Life  Richard Emmet Specht Jr. www.reesspechtlife.com 4-12

The Cat in the Hat Westhampton Beach Perf Arts Center www.whbpac.org 1-12

Origami Workshops/Origami Tales Kuniko Yamamoto   www.KunikoTheater.com 1-12

DISTRICT STARS
Here is some of the recent feedback we’ve received for Arts-in-Education and Exploratory Enrichment programs. Your online evaluations are an 
invaluable resource for Eastern Suffolk school districts. Thanks so much to the following ‘district stars’ for sharing their views.

Wear Your Art: Creating Art with West African Surface Design – Madona Lacy-Cole
This program made great cultural connections. There were excellent examples of a variety of pieces done in different styles/mediums. – Robert 
Raeihle, art teacher, Commack HS, Commack

LI Science Center. Bats – LI Science Center
This session reinforced facts about bats in a fun, interactive way! The presenter was amazing! He was funny, theatrical, extremely positive and 
receptive to first graders! Awesome job! – Barbara Leuly, Grade 1 teacher, River ES, Patchogue-Medford

Last Day to submit  
SIGNED Contract Requests for  

the 2015-16 school year  
is Tuesday, May 3, 2016



White House Asks Congress for More Arts Funding
The White House recently released its FY 2017 budget request to 
Congress. The request includes a $2 million increase for both the 
National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) and the National Endowment 
for the Humanities (NEH), bringing the funding for 
each to $150 million. 

The Obama Administration’s budget request also 
lists a number of education proposals, including 
funding to implement the new Every Student 
Succeeds Act. Specifically, the President is asking 
for a new $500 million block grant program 
through states and school districts to promote 
student achievement and academic enrichment 
opportunities. The funding could be used to 
support the arts in both well-rounded education 
and STEM initiatives.

The Americans for the Arts, an organization dedicated to the  
advancing the arts in America, has created the following table, which 
compares the White House’s FY 2017 budget request with the enacted 
FY 2016 budget:

DISTRICT STARS (continued)
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Show Choir Choreography – Broadway Entertainment Corp
The level of choreography that Ms. Ecklund brings to my students is of a Broadway caliber. The content is enhanced tremendously by Jeanine’s 
choreography, making the experience much, much richer than it would be otherwise. Those students who move on to theater studies in college will 
have a great advantage over others. Jeanine Ecklund continues to provide top-of-the-line instruction for my students. She goes over and beyond 
the call of duty, always giving 100%. The result is great shows and a great influence for our students. I could not be more pleased. – John Anthony, 
music teacher, Central Islip HS, Central Islip

Bubblemania Science, Art, Comedy – Seth Bloom
Students were very engaged throughout the performance. Seth made science and literacy connections, which tied into our curriculum across grade 
levels. Some of those themes included properties of matter; weather; the scientific method; how to access more information about the science of 
bubbles through literature, non-fiction text and the Internet; and the importance of persistence and practicing. The students were very engaged in 
the bubble demonstrations and activities.  Seth told students about his own formula for making bubble solution.  A handout of information about 
bubble formulas was shared. – Lori Beekman, principal, Bellerose ES, Northport-East Northport

Kerboomkidz – Kerboomkidz
The program’s goal was to introduce a different option for physical fitness activity. The dances, which were challenging and fun, got the students’ 
hearts pumping. Kershel was so captivating and engaging! The students were completely involved during the program and got an excellent 
cardiovascular workout. – Jessica Richford, physical education teacher, Sylvan Ave ES, Bayport/Blue Point

Be a District Star…
Your school can be featured in District Stars. Just submit an online evaluation for recent arts-in-education and exploratory enrichment programs. In 
addition, we encourage schools to send us a summary paragraph, describing the program’s impact on student learning and curriculum connection, 
and/or a digital photo to Carol Brown at cbrown@esboces.org

NatioNal aiE NEws

KEY FEDERALLY FUNDED  
ARTS PROGRAM

FY 2016
Enacted

Appropriations
(in millions)

FY 2017
President’s

Budget Request
(in millions)

National Endowment for the Arts $148 $150

National Endowment for the Humanities $148 $150

U.S. Dept. of Education’s Assistance for Arts 
Education program (formerly Arts in Education) $27 $27

Institute of Museum and Library Services $230 $230

Office of Museum Services $31 $32

Corporation for Public Broadcasting (advanced) $445 $445
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NatioNal aiE NEws (continued)

How to Get the Most Out of a Virtual Field Trip
Advances in technology have made videoconference lessons or virtual 
field trips (VFT) easier and more affordable than ever before. As a result, 
more and more teachers and students are taking virtual trips to meet new 
people and visit places they might not go to otherwise. “VFTs can offer 
students an unparalleled learning experience when integrated effectively 
into classroom instruction,” writes Kyle Schutt in a recent eSchool News 
article. To ensure success, Mr. Schutt offers the following 5 tips:

 •   Prepare – When VFT topic is tied to classroom instruction, students are 
more likely to be ready to participate.   

 •  Engage and Connect – Be sure to prepare questions for the expert

 •  Model – Model your own learning for students during the event

 •  Reflect – Don’t let the event be an isolated lesson. Instead, use the 
experience as part of mastering the unit of instruction.

 •  Share – You and your students should share what they learned. 

To read more, visit http://www.eschoolnews.com/2016/02/04/5-ways-
to-make-the-most-of-virtual-field-trips/?ps=cbrown@esboces.org-
0013000000j07CB-0033000000q5Rkb

Lessons in Creativity: What History’s “Messy Minds”  
Can Teach Us
Where does creative inspiration come from?  To answer the question, 
University of Pennsylvania psychologist Scott Barry Kaufman went to the 
source. That is, he researched the habits and practices of some of history’s 
most creative or “messy” minds, such as Thomas Edison, Frida Kahlo, and 
Michael Jackson. His findings are the subject of a new book, entitled In 
Wired to Create: Unraveling the Mysteries of the Creative Mind, which is 
co-authored by Carolyn Gregoire. In a recent interview with Daniel Pink, 
author of A Whole New Mind, Kaufman offered the following ways to 
inspire creativity: 

 1.  Find time for solitude – Solitude offers an opportunity to 
“daydream constructively, and think about the meaning of your life.” 

 2.  Think differently…deliberately – In one study, researchers 
found that entrepreneurs and business executives were 50% more 
likely to spend time trying to think differently in order to come up 
with new ideas and connections. 

 3.  Engage in open-monitoring meditation – Cognitive scientists 
report that “open-monitoring” meditation – in which a person is 
focused on thoughts and emotions (rather than on breathing or a 
mantra) – can inspire creative thinking. 

4.  Learn from adversity – Some of the greatest creative minds have 
had  an apparent disadvantage (ie, a disability, mental illness, or loss 
of a parent) that influenced their art or entrepreneurship. To stimulate 
creativity, view every setback as an opportunity to reflect on what can 
be learned and how it can impact your work. To read full article, visit 
http://www.danpink.com/ac/latest-newsletter/

Planning a School Assembly? Here are 13 Things  
You Should Know
Veteran assembly performer Dave Ruch (and other performers he 
interviewed for his article) has compiled a list of tips and anecdotes for 
those in charge of organizing school assemblies. The advice ranges from 
letting the custodial staff know ahead of time when there’s a planned 
performance and asking for grade-specific programming that actually ties 
into the curriculum to knowing where to seat Pre-kindergarten students 
during the performance. To view all the tips, visit http://daveruch.com/
school-assemblies-13-things-every-planner-should-know/ 

STEM: The Arts Are Already In There
In 2006, a graduate student at Virginia Polytechnic and the State 
University developed the STEAM framework, incorporating the arts 
into the traditional STEM curricular areas. However, a recent Edutopia 
article contends that “if we are teaching STEM, we are also inherently 
teaching the arts.” According to Mary Beth Hertz, a high school art and 
technology teacher, “Everyone from software engineers and aerospace 
technicians to biotechnical engineers, professional mathematicians, and 
laboratory scientists knows that building great things and solving real 
problems requires a measure of creativity.” Yes, the arts can motivate 
students who aren’t thrilled about learning math, science or technology. 
However, Ms. Hertz believes that we aren’t giving students the full picture 
of what it means to work in a STEM field, if we aren’t showing the 
field’s creative side and allowing students to explore their own creativity 
within it. To read more, visit http://www.edutopia.org/blog/arts-are-
essential-in-stem-mary-beth-hertz?utm_source=SilverpopMailing&utm_
medium=email&utm_campaign=020316%20enews%20steam%20
ngm&utm_content=&utm_term=fea2hed&spMailingID=13641400&sp
UserID=MjcyNTk5Mjg4MzQS1&spJobID=720176933&spReportId=NzIw
MTc2OTMzS0



Program ProfilEs

Building Character through Songs
Jared Campbell, a singer/songwriter, recently presented his “Blue Project” 
to students at Sound Beach School in Miller Place. Jared’s interactive live 
concert features original songs and videos. His songs focus on overcoming 
obstacles, anti-bullying, respect, leadership and having an amazing 
outlook on life. The “Blue Project” can be tailored for elementary, middle 
and high school students. Here’s what Sound Beach School teachers said 
after experiencing the “Blue Project.”

“Jared is one of best presenters I’ve experienced so far. He is so easy to 
relate to. He uses music and technology seamlessly to deliver his message. 
I think Jared is a wonderful addition to our character education program! 
Jared Campbell does a fantastic job!  I hope he comes back each and 
every year because his message helps unify the whole school in a positive 
way.” – Mr. Koch, Grade 4 ICT teacher 

“The speaker sent an important message to the students, which was 
received in a positive fun- filled atmosphere.” – Patti Kieman, Grade 3 
teacher

“The students will remember the message of ‘we are a family’ because of 
the song Jared sang.” – Christine Hart, Grade 4 ICT teacher

“I thought it was a terrific program and Jared was great.  I especially 
enjoyed the video that accompanied the songs. It gave students the ability 
to use audio/visual learning skills.” – Eva Pere, Grade 3 teacher 

“This was an outstanding program that excited and inspired my students. 
We often use songs in the classroom to help students remember skills and 
strategies. They were singing the last song throughout the hallways and 
back into the classroom today. It ties nicely into our character education 
curriculum, as well as serving as “feel-good” inspiration for the kids. This 
was an outstanding program.” – Catherine Watkins, Grade 4 teacher

To learn more about Jared Campbell and “The Blue Project,” visit http://
jcblueproject.com/

CALL FOR REVIEWS OF RESIDENCY PROGRAMS

Residencies offer some of the most valuable Arts-in-Education experiences, giving students ongoing, sustained learning with artists and 
specialists in the arts fields. To honor the value of residencies, ESBOCES Arts-in-Ed will highlight these types of experiences in this monthly 
newsletter. Please send us a few paragraphs, photos (if available, and always w/ releases, please) to help us herald the residencies you are 

offering your students. Email Carol Brown at cbrown@esboces.org
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mark Your CalENdar…
April 1.    LI Media Arts Show. Five Towns College.  http://esboces.org/Page/306   

Contact Carol Brown at cbrown@esboces.org

April 7-8.    Arts Ed Partners Institute. Bellport. For description and application, https://goo.gl/aMKG5LC 
Contact Carol Brown at cbrown@esboces.org

April 29.   LI Student Shakespeare Festival. Five Towns College.  Contact Jeff Dailey at dpmusicart@aol.com

May 18.   Conference for Kids. Suffolk Community College Riverhead Campus.  Contact Carol Brown at cbrown@esboces.org
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Editors
Susan Neale      Diane Bloxon      Carol Brown 

www.esboces.org/AIE

Please submit articles and items of interest to
Carol Brown: cbrown@esboces.org

631-286-6989  (voice)

631-286-6991  (fax)

WEB VIEWS

CONNECTING ARTS INTEGRATION WITH OTHER INITIATIVES
Educators often have to address three or more simultaneous initiatives at their school, according to Susan Riley of Education Closet. Ms. Riley has 
created a simple video to help educators integrate the arts in the face of other initiatives. To view, visit https://educationcloset.wistia.com/medias/
h96fk974ll?foreign_data=mailchimp_campaign_id%3A740593d675

ARTS ASSESSMENT TOOL BENEFITS STUDENTS AND TEACHERS
The Tennessee Fine Arts Student Growth Measure, which was created by arts teachers for arts teachers, allows educators to plan and teach units, 
while collecting data on student progress. Among the strategy’s benefits: There is no loss of instructional time due to traditional assessment. Plus, 
the assessment piece provides valuable information that teachers can use to help students learn and achieve more. To read more about the initiative, 
visit http://blog.americansforthearts.org/2016/02/12/creative-assessment-for-the-arts#sthash.M9Aw37a9.dpuf

FREE CRAYOLA INITIATIVE CHAMPIONS CREATIVITY IN SCHOOLS
Champion Creativity: The Power of Art-Infused Education is a free professional learning community for principals, art teachers and other teacher 
leaders sponsored by Crayola. The free online, interactive PD explores how art can transform a school through the sharing of practices and ideas. To 
learn more about becoming a member of this community and signing up for PD, visit http://www.edweb.net/creativity

DANIEL PINK NEEDS BETA-TESTERS
Daniel Pink, author of A Whole New Mind, is thinking about creating informal, 60-second weekly videos on topics ranging from productivity and 
travel tips to “behind-the-scenes glimpses of cool events.” The videos or Pinkcasts are intended for viewing on smartphones.  However, before 
“going crazy” and “committing his limited time” (his words) over the project, Mr. Pink wants to test it out. He’s looking for beta-testers who are 
willingness to receive four weekly 60-second videos and to offer some “very brief” feedback. If you’re interested in helping, please sign up here: 
http://www.danpink.com/pinkcast/

Quote of Month

“Art matters because it expands our consciousness, our awareness. It raises our vibration  
and brings us closer to our higher selves. If there was more appreciation and promotion of the arts  

in our country, I believe we would have a very different kind of society.”

– Mary Watkins, composer

Editorial staff:
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Eastern Suffolk BOCES Board and Administration

President
Lisa Israel

Vice President
Sandra Townsend

Member and Clerk
Fred Langstaff

Members
 Arlene Barresi Joseph LoSchiavo
 Walter Wm. Denzler, Jr. Anne Mackesey
 Stephen Dewey, Ph.D. William K. Miller
 Stephen L. Gessner, Ph.D. Catherine M. Romano
 William Hsiang John Wyche
 Susan Lipman 
 
 Interim District Superintendent Chief Operating Officer
 Maureen Donohue-Whitley Julie Davis Lutz, Ph.D.

Associate Superintendent
Ryan J. Ruf – Management Services

Associate Superintendent
Peggie Staib, Ed.D. – Educational Services

Assistant Superintendent
R. Terri McSweeney, Ed.D. – Human Resources

Directors/Managers
Keith Anderson – Building Services

Leah Arnold – Career, Technical and Adult Education
Kate Davern – Education and Information Support Services

Colleen Lipponer – Business Services
Susan Maddi – Administrative Services
Grant Nelsen – Technology Integration

Gina Reilly – Special Education
Darlene Roces – Regional Information Center

Candace White-Ciraco, Ed.D. – Planning and Program Improvement

www.esboces.org

Eastern Suffolk BOCES does not discriminate against any employee, student, applicant for employment, or candidate for enrollment on the basis of sex, gender, 
race, color, religion or creed, age, weight, national origin, marital status, disability, sexual orientation, military or veteran status, domestic violence victim status, 
genetic predisposition or carrier status, or any other classification protected by Federal, State, or local law. Eastern Suffolk BOCES also provides equal access 
to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. Inquiries regarding the implementation of applicable laws should be directed to either of the Eastern 
Suffolk BOCES Civil Rights Compliance Officers:  the Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources, 201 Sunrise Highway, Patchogue, NY 11772, 631-687-
3029, ComplianceOfficers@esboces.org; or the Associate Superintendent for Educational Services, 201 Sunrise Highway, Patchogue, NY 11772, 631-687-3056, 
ComplianceOfficers@esboces.org. Inquiries may also be addressed to the Office for Civil Rights at the US Department of Education, 32 Old Slip, 26th Floor, New 
York, NY 10005, 646-428-3800, OCR.NewYork@ed.gov.


